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Increase Forecast in Florida’s Tomato Pack 


Florida's tomato pack this year will show a large increase 
over last year, according to statistics obtained by the Foodstuffs 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. On 


the basis of a survey by the county agent at Miami, Dade County, 
in which it is estimated that 80 to 95 per cent of the Florida to- 
mato pack is canned, the prospective pack is placed as high as 


500,000 cases. Dade County has eight canneries in operation 
with a daily output of 5,200 cases. In a full season of 90 days 
operation, these canneries would have a total pack of about half 
a million cases. This estimate, the Foodstuffs Division states, 
is high. 


Another estimate from a canner who has recently completed 
an extensive tour of the tomato-producing section, particularly 
in Dade County, places the prospective pack at between 220,000 
and 225,000 cases. 


In commenting on the two estimates the Foodstuffs Division 
states: 


“It is the opinion of this last mentioned gentleman, and of 
other authors of similar conservative estimates concerning this 
year’s pack, that the figures given by the county agent for Dade 
County would undoubtedly be correct if pack production could 
be maintained for a period of ninety days, and particularly so if 
there happens to be more than normal rains in the lowlands of 
the producing sections when the tomatoes cannot be picked and 
become so ripe during that interval that they cannot be shipped 
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because of overripeness. It is then profitable for canners to take 
over this ripened vegetable for canning purposes. When the 
weather is dry, however, the vegetable is not plentiful for can- 
ning purposes, and for these reasons it is not believed that the 
present canning season can extend much beyond the next thirty 
days. In that event an estimated production of between 220,000 
and 225,000 cases would seem to be more correct than that given 
by the Dade County Agent.” 


Truck Crop Markets 


Though shipments of spring vegetables were generally in- 
creasing, combined movement of 24 leading fruits and vegetables 
still held around 16,570 cars during the week ended March 16, 
according to the U. S. Market News Service. Gains were most 
noticeable for western apples, southern cabbage, grapefruit, and 
potatoes, but serious decreases were observed in movement of 
celery and lettuce. By agreement among growers, harvesting of 
Florida celery was almost completely stopped for one week, but 
is now being resumed. Movement of 960 cars of grapefruit, 
chiefly from Florida, represented a 50 per cent increase over the 
preceding week’s record. During this same period last spring, 
only 500 cars were shipped. 


Shipments of California asparagus increased to 14 cars, but 
were still only one-sixth as heavy as a year ago. About 200 cars 
of strawberries rolled from Florida, compared with 65 during 
the corresponding week of last season. By this time last year, 
Texas strawberry movement also had started and the first car 
from Louisiana was shipped on March 24, 1928. 


Haulings of cabbage in the lower Rio Grande Valley were at 
their height last week, shipments from the southern part of 
Texas totaling 710 cars, and Florida increasing to 360. Move- 
ment of northern storage stock decreased to an average of 8 cars 
daily, compared with 60 each day during mid-March, 1928. New 
York shipped only 8,500 cars this season, as against 14,075 dur- 
ing the 1927-28 season. Wisconsin, on the other hand, made a 
record of 6,070 cars, or one-third more than last year. 


Spinach shipments from Texas decreased slightly to 460 


cars. Virginia forwardings were increasing slowly as spring 
approached. 


Tomato receipts from Mexico were still very light,—only 75 
cars for the week. Cuba sent 30 carloads and Florida shipments 
increased further to 410. 
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The week's apple shipments increased slightly both East 
and West, totaling 1,360 cars, as against 810 during the same 
period last season. 


= 
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Cuban Vegetable Exports Reaching Record Figures 


104 
116 268 


Cuban exports of vegetables to the United States during the 
present season will be the highest on record, according to views 
of Havana dealers reported by the American consul at that port. 
Shipments up to February 28 totaled 24,110,000 pounds, as com- 
pared with 18,518,000 pounds during the corresponding period 
last year. Tomato shipments form a large proportion of the 
total and this season have amounted to 18,525,012 pounds as 
compared with 11,978,204 pounds last season. Lima bean ship- 
ments up to February 28 of the present season totaled 683,511 
pounds as against 882,284 pounds last season. 


Bermuda Vegetable Shipments Fall Off 


Bermuda vegetable shipments have been lower this season 
than last, totaling 3,236,000 pounds up to the end of February as 
yng with 4,034,000 pounds during the corresponding period 

t year. 


Business Conditions 


The volume of money turnover during the week ended March 
16, as indicated by check payments, was smaller than in the pre- 
ceding week but considerably greater than a year ago, according 
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CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
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Commodity 10-16 3-9 11-17 seasonto seasonto last 
1929 1929 Mar. 16 Mar. 17 season 
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Western states ...... 4418 48,079 
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Ca 1989 season .... 1,079 136 7,129 6.242 88,828 
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Green peas: 
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8 Mixed vegetables: 
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to the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. Indus- 
trial activity, as reflected by steel-plant operations, was greater 
than in either the preceding week or the same period a year ago. 
Freight-car loadings, covering the latest reported week, showed 
a decline from both the previous week and the same period of 
last year. 


The general level of wholesale prices showed no change 
from the preceding week but was fractionally higher than a year 
ago. Loans and discounts of Federal reserve member banks 
showed further expansion, as compared with both the preceding 
week and the same period a year ago. Interest rates on call 
loans averaged lower than in the previous week but were higher 
than a year ago. Business failures were less numerous than in 
either period. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Other 


Week ended March 9, 1929....... 045,770 460,692 250,742 925,936 
Preceding 076,087 965,707 255,587 955,743 
Corresponding week, 1028........ 051,556 257,016 $40,166 


Corresponding week, 1927........ 1,000,754 456,500 263,522 $80,423 


Tri-State Packers to Meet April 3 and 4 


The Spring meeting of the Tri-State Packers Association 
will be held at the Lord Baltimore Hotel in Baltimore, on April 
3 and 4, 


Host Plants of the European Corn Borer 


In “The Host Plants of the European Corn Borer in New 
England,” just published by the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture as Technical Bulletin 77-T, Benjamin E. Hodgson of the Bu- 
reau of Entomology brings together his own detailed work on 
the subject, supplemented by the observations of co-workers in 
the New England area where the European corn borer made its 
first appearance in the United States, and where infestation was 
increasingly severe until 1922, since which time until] 1927 there 
has been a general reduction in the number of borers and in the 
damage from the pest. 


Technical Bulletin No. 77-T is available for free distribu- 
tion, while the limited supply lasts, on application to the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
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Corn Borer Control Measure Suggested by French Scientist Not 
Practical 


That the European corn borer attacks corn in the presence 
of mugwort to the same extent as it does when mugwort is not 
present has been demonstrated by an experiment at the Michi- 
gan State College Experiment Station. 


Late last season wide publication was given to the theory 
of a French scientist that the corn borer preferred common mug- 
wort to corn, and that the borer might be controlled by the plant- 
ing of mugwort in corn fields, thus attracting the borer away 
from the corn to the supposedly preferred host-plant. 


Wholesale and Retail Prices in February 


A slight decline in the general level of wholesale prices from 
January to February is shown by information collected in rep- 
resentative markets by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The bu- 
reau’s weighted index number stands at 96.7 for February com- 
pared with 97.2 for January, a decrease of one-half of 1 per cent. 
Compared with February, 1928, with an index number of 96.4, 
an increase of nearly one-third of 1 per cent is shown. 


The retail food index issued by the Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics shows for February 15, 1929, a decrease of about one-tenth 
of 1 per cent since January 15, 1929; an increase of a little less 
than 2 per cent since February 15, 1928; and an increase of ap- 
proximately 59 per cent since February 15, 1913. The average 
price of canned red salmon, canned corn and peas decreased 1 
per cent; canned tomatoes increased 2 per cent, while there was 
no change in evaporated milk. 


Series of Articles on Salmon Reprinted in England 


Food Manufacture, a monthly journal of the food industry 
published in London, has reprinted under one cover the five ar- 
ticles on the salmon canning industry by Dr. E. D. Clark and 
Dr. Ray W. Clough of the Northwest Branch of the National 
Canners Association. The first article was published in Food 
Manufacture in May, 1928, the others appearing in the following 
issues, 


Truck Crop Tomato Acreage Increased 


Estimates of the commercial acreage planted and intended 
to be planted in tomatoes in specified states for 1929 compared 
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with the acreage in previous years, as announced by the Truck 
Crop Section of the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates, 
show an increase over 1928 and earlier years except 1924. The 
following table compares the 1928 and 1929 figures: 


Texas. Gave Valley) 
Second Early: 

Georgia 

Louisiana 


Fall « 
Florida (East Coast) 


Forecast of Early Pea Crop 


Production of green peas in the early states (Arizona, Cali- 
fornia Imperial Valley spring crop, and Florida) is forecast by 
the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates at 260,000 ham- 
pers as compared with 216,000 hampers in 1928. Decreases in 
Arizona and Florida are expected to be offset by a gain of 56,000 
hampers in the Imperial Valley output. 


Increase in Cabbage Acreage Forecast 


Acreage:intended to be planted in cabbage in the intermedi- 
ate states is estimated by the Division of Crop and Livestock 
Estimates at 22,600, as compared with 23,000 acres in 1928. 
The intended acreage in these states combined with preliminary 
estimates of the acreage planted in fall, early, and second early 
states makes a total of 92,220 acres, compared with 79,180 acres 
in 1928. 

Weather and Crops 


Truck showed some improvement in South Carolina but it 
was late and only fair in North Carolina, according to the report 
of the Weather Bureau for the week ending March 19; heavy 
rains were of much benefit in Florida and improvement was 
noted in Texas. There were late reports of total loss of buds in 
some peach orchards in Illinois due to February cold, and some 
injury to peaches, plums and apricots occurred in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley of New Mexico; elsewhere deciduous fruits made 
practically normal advance, with peaches blooming in Alabama 
and Georgia. 


1928 1929 
Acres Acres 
Bact: Preliminary 
‘alifornia (Imperial) 1,200 1,400 
16,180 16,590 
Intended 
TORR 10,000 11,100 
a Previously reported: Preliminary 
Florida (Bast Comat) 18,7280 17,350 
Harvested 
79,550 
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Canadian Canned Vegetables Again Dutiable in Newfoundland 


Canned vegetables imported from Canada, which were ad- 
mitted duty-free under the Newfoundland-Canada trade agree- 
ment of July, 1928, are again dutiable at 50 per cent ad valorem, 
under orders of the Newfoundland Minister of Customs, effec- 
tive March 13, 1929, according to a report from the American 
consul at St. Johns. 


Increased Imports of American Canned Goods in Indo-China 


With improvement in financial and commercial conditions 
the import trade of Indo-China is increasing, particularly in pur- 
chase of canned foodstuffs from the United States, according to 
a radiogram from the American consul at Saigon. 


Bulletin Issued on Lima Bean Spraying 


Under the title “Spraying Experiments with Bush Lima 
Beans” the Geneva, N. Y., Experiment Station has published the 
results of experiments conducted on Long Island, which are be- 
lieved to be generally applicable to other parts of the state. The 
bulletin states that diseases that beset the lima bean can be ef- 


fectively and economically controlled by spraying with a copper 


sulphate and lime mixture, providing the applications are made 
at the right time. 


Report Submitted on West Coast Rate Case 


In the case before the Interstate Commerce Commission 
(Investigation and Suspension Docket 3020) involving rates on 
canned foods between San Francisco and group 1 points and 
points in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana, the examiner 
has submitted a report recommending that the Commission find 
the schedules filed by the carriers justified in part, but that these 
schedules be ordered cancelled without prejudice to the filing of 
new schedules in accordance with a scale embodied in the ex- 
aminer’s report. 


Varieties of Vegetable for Commercial Production 


Commercial varieties of vegetables for New York State are 
described in Bulletin 176, published by the New York State Col- 
lege of Agriculture at Cornell University, Ithaca. The bulletin, 
which contains a number of excellent halftone illustrations, ad- 
vises what to look for, and gives a summarized characterization 
of important varieties of vegetables recommended for commer- 
cial production in New York State. 
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Revolution Interrupts Mexican Vegetable Trade 


Movement of Mexican West Coast vegetables to the United 
States, which up to the end of February was over 21,000,000 
pounds greater than during the same period last year, has been 
seriously hampered by the revolution which broke out March 3. 
The great bulk of the tomato crop is grown in Sinaloa and there 
is no way of getting them out by rail. Many railway bridges 
have been destroyed in southern Sonora and northern Sinaloa and 
it will take some time to make the necessary repairs before ship- 
ments on any appreciable scale can come through. Moreover, it 
is doubtful whether the railroad will send refrigerator cars into 
Mexico while the political disturbances continue. The last large 
shipment of fresh vegetables, consisting of 54 cars, came to the 
border at Nogales and was crossed into the United States just 
when the revolution began. The American consul at Nogales 
reported, under date of March 7, that the situation is most dis- 
couraging, and that growers and shippers are sure to suffer 
heavy losses. 


Shipments of vegetables from the Mexican West Coast to 
the United States during the November-February period of 1927- 
28 and 1928-29 have been as follows: 


Green peas 
Green peppers 


In addition to these shipments, there were shipped in bond 
via the United States to Canada during the months of January 
and February 187 cars of tomatoes and 7 cars of green peas. 
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